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• Greenwood, Seshadri, Yorukoglu, “Engines of Liberation,” ReStud 
2005 

 

- Argue that technology, in the form of electricity and household 
appliances, is the key source of the increase in female labor supply over 
the 20th Century. 

 

- Base evidence on home production time mostly on Lebergott. 

 

• In contrast, time use sociologists, such as Joann Vanek, estimated 
that time spent in home production by housewives hardly changed 
from the 1920s through the 1960s. 

 

- This became known as the Cownn Paradox “More Work for Mother.” 

- Joel Mokyr explained it by a concomitant rise in cleanliness standards 
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• Greenwood, Seshadri, Vandenbroucke, “The Baby Boom and the 
Baby Bust,” AER, March 2005. 

 

- Argue that technology, in the form of electricity and household 
appliances, led to the baby boom. 

 

• Bailey and Collins, “Did Improvements in Household Technology 
Cause the Baby Boom? Evidence from Electrification, Appliance 
Diffusion, and the Amish,” AEJ: Macro 2011. 

 

 

- Use different diffusion across localities to test – find no effect. 

 

- Show that the Amish also had a baby boom. 
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ABSTRACT 

The simple one-good model of life-cycle consumption requires "consumption smoothing." However, 

British and U.S. households apparently reduce consumption at retirement and the reduction cannot 

be explained by the life-cycle model. An interpretation is that retirees are surprised by the 

inadequacy of resources. This interpretation challenges the life-cycle model where consumers are 

forward looking. However, data on anticipated consumption changes at retirement and on realized 

consumption changes following retirement show that the reductions are fully anticipated. Apparently 

the decline is due to the cessation of work-related expenses and the substitution of home production 

for market-purchased goods and services. 
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