
USING THIS BOOK

Instructors and students can use this book more like a main text or more like a supplementary reader.
To facilitate the latter approach the contents have been designed to allow individual freedom of choice
in deciding what chapters and Selections to read and in what sequence. If the former approach is taken,
the organizational and thematic guidance of the chapter Overviews can be followed and the chapters
can be read in numerical order.

The chapters include the following materials:

Overviews: These are introductory essays that show how the subsequent chapter materials fit together and
elucidate one or more overarching themes. They sometimes contain ideas that are not explicitly presented by
the other chapter materials.

Selections: These are the core of the book. They present a broad sample of the major contributions by schol-
ars and practitioners on the central issues in economic development. Each Selection has been edited for the
sake of brevity and to highlight the points of greatest relevance for the chapter in which it appears.

Notes: These serve two purposes. One is to expound important ideas that are extant in the literature but are
not presented as clearly or simply as we would like. The other is to present more original material that com-
plements the Selections.

Comments: Like the Notes, these serve two purposes. One is to clarify or expand upon the immediately pre-
ceding Selection. The other is to suggest additional readings on the subject of the immediately preceding Se-
lection.

Exhibits: These are tables and charts that provide empirical illustrations and data on topics under discussion.

Starting with Selection IV.A.5, some Selections include regression tables. Readers without economet-
ric training are urged to refer to the Appendix to get the most insight from these Selections.
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